
No to Low Emission Zones and Low Traffic Neighbourhoods  

This council notes that:  

Local authorities including Bath & North East Somerset Council and Oxford City Council have brought 

forward the concept of ’15 minute cities’ and ’15 minute neighbourhoods’. In practice, the realisation 

of these concepts has taken the form of Low Emission Zones and Low Traffic Neighbourhoods, 

enforced by physical infrastructure (vehicle filters, bus gates, bollards) and ANPR recording systems, 

backed by a schedule of fees and penalties for non-compliance.  

The recent extension of the Labour Mayor of London’s Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) to all 

boroughs of London, directed by Conservative Secretary of State for Transport Grant Shapps as a 

requirement of the Transport for London financing agreement (Appendix A) has attracted wide 

condemnation and opened a debate across the country about the suitability of such schemes.  

The landmark ruling by Southwark Coroner's Court in the sad case of nine year old Ella Adoo-Kissi-

Debrah of Lewisham, who died in 2013 following an acute asthma attack.  The coroner ruled that 

air pollution "made a material contribution" to her death. 

This council believes that:  

 Given the well documented health risks posed by air pollution, in the form of nitrogen 

dioxide and particulate matter, it is critical that local and national government work 

together to ensure documented dangerously high levels of air pollution in the borough a 

remedied immediately. 

Ultra Low Emission Zones, Low Emissions Zones and Low Traffic Neighbourhoods are:  

 Ineffective at reducing pollution and emissions, Effective at reducing levels of Nitrogen 

dioxide and particulate matter in the atmosphere of the areas concerned.  Though risk 

pushing vehicles onto other roads and often increasing dangerously the traffic and pollution 

at the perimeter of such zones 

 Harmful to the local economy, discouraging visitors and raising unnecessary extra costs to 

businesses  

 Unethical tools of local and devolved government, designed to bring in revenue and exert 

control over individual freedoms, and not a sincere effort to cut pollution or improve lives  

 Represent an undue financial burden on residents, with disproportionate impact on lower 

earners, who are unable to afford more sustainable transport solutions. 

This council further notes:  

Newcastle Borough Council’s excellent environmental record and previous commitments to reduce 

carbon emissions as set out in its Sustainable Environment strategy. Over the last few years, the 

council has committed to eliminate single-use plastics; and to embrace the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

The ministerial directive from then Conservative Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the 

Environment Thérèse Coffey, mandating the council to “introduce the option which will deliver 

compliance with legal limits for nitrogen dioxide in the area for which the authority is responsible, 

in the shortest possible time.” (Appendix C) 

The North Staffordshire Local Air Quality Plan outline business case, submitted to Government in 

response to the ministerial directive, commissioned and endorsed by Conservative controlled 



Staffordshire County Council, Newcastle Borough Council and Stoke-on-Trent City Council, 

recommended a preferred option of the introduction of a “Bus Gate” on Basford Bank. (Appendix 

D) 

The minutes of the Newcastle borough council cabinet meeting on 9th December 2020, approving 

the introduction of a bus gate on Basford Bank as the preferred option in response to the 

ministerial directive, including the introduction of a low emission vehicle exemption. (Appendix E) 

 

This council resolves:  

To oppose fully and unambiguously any proposal to introduce Ultra Low Emission Zones, Low 

Emission Zones or Low Traffic Neighbourhoods in any part of our borough.  

To ask the Council cabinet to formally reverse its previous endorsement of a “Bus Gate” on Basford 

Bank, and work with the county council to submit an alternative proposal to reduce air pollution 

levels, in response to the ministerial directive. 

To work with local MP’s to lobby government in support of an alternative proposal to reduce air 

pollution levels, in response to the ministerial directive.  

 

Proposed: Dave Jones 

Seconded: Andrew Fox-Hewitt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B: 

 

 

Atmospheric nitrogen dioxide concentrations following introduction of Low emission zones (LEZ) and 

ultra-low emission zones (ULEZ) in London. 

 

Inner London ULEZ Expansion 1 Year Report 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-

02/Inner%20London%20ULEZ%20One%20Year%20Report%20-%20final.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix C: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Appendix D: 

 

 

 

North Staffordshire Local Air Quality Plan, Outline Business Case 

North Staffordshire Local Air Quality Plan - Unapproved OBC May 2020.pdf (newcastle-staffs.gov.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://moderngov.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/documents/s34200/North%20Staffordshire%20Local%20Air%20Quality%20Plan%20-%20Unapproved%20OBC%20May%202020.pdf
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